
SELECTION PROCESS 
FOR THE BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER 

NOTRE DAME-CATHEDRAL LATIN SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023 
 
The student speaker at our Baccalaureate Mass will be chosen through an audition 
process. This sheet describes in detail the process that will be followed. 
 

1. Any member of the Class of 2023 who is eligible for graduation may participate in 
the audition process.   

 
2. Students who wish to enter the audition process need to submit a typed, double-

spaced speech that addresses the following prompt: 

 
3. The finished speech, when read aloud, should take between five (5) and seven 

(7) minutes to deliver.  
 

4. Because the written speeches will be evaluated anonymously by the selection 
committee, the student should NOT place his/her name on the document or 
identify himself/herself by name or in any obvious way in the body of the 
speech.   

 
5. The student should print his/her name on an envelope into which the speech 

should be placed. This envelope must be given to Mrs. Hurt by 12:00 PM on 
Friday, May 5.  Mrs. Hurt will assign a number to the speech and record the 
identity of the author. The author’s identity will not be shared with the selection 
committee until they have chosen the semi-finalists. 

 
6. The selection committee will select approximately three (3) semi-finalists, who 

will be notified on Monday, May 8. 
 

NDCL Alma Mater 
The memories of our high school days bring joy for years to come. 
The faith and friendship that we share will always make us one. 

In Mary’s spirit, we will wear with pride our gold and blue. 
Hail, Notre Dame-Cathedral Latin School, we’ll be true to you. 

 
In what ways do the key words of our alma mater describe the journey and 
experiences of the Class of 2023? And how do these words inspire the graduates 
as they prepare to leave NDCL to go forth to transform the world, as Jesus did, by 
living the truth in love? 



7. Semi-finalists will present their speeches orally on Thursday, May 11, at 3:00 
PM. 

 
8. The committee will announce the name of the Baccalaureate speaker on Friday, 

May 12. 
 
9. The speaker will address the Class of 2023 and their families prior to the 

Baccalaureate Mass on May 17.  
 

10. While these two resources were written about commencement speeches, the 
advice they contain also applies to Baccalaureate addresses: 

 
https://tvpcommunications.com/what-makes-a-good-commencement-speech-
from-someone-who-has-seen-a-lot-of-them/ 
 
https://www.inc.com/jackelyn-ho/i-studied-this-years-commencement-speeches-
this-is-what-made-good-ones-stand-out.html 
 

https://tvpcommunications.com/what-makes-a-good-commencement-speech-from-someone-who-has-seen-a-lot-of-them/
https://tvpcommunications.com/what-makes-a-good-commencement-speech-from-someone-who-has-seen-a-lot-of-them/
https://www.inc.com/jackelyn-ho/i-studied-this-years-commencement-speeches-this-is-what-made-good-ones-stand-out.html
https://www.inc.com/jackelyn-ho/i-studied-this-years-commencement-speeches-this-is-what-made-good-ones-stand-out.html


SELECTION PROCESS 
FOR THE STUDENT COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

NOTRE DAME-CATHEDRAL LATIN SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023 
 
The student speaker at commencement will be chosen through an audition process.  This 
sheet describes in detail the process that will be followed. 
 

1. Any member of the Class of 2023 who is eligible to participate in the 
commencement ceremony may participate in the audition process.   

 
2. Students who wish to enter the audition process need to submit a typed, double-

spaced speech that addresses the following prompt: 

At commencement every graduate wears a cap and gown. And every cap has a tassel. No one really 
thinks about the meaning of the tassel, but everyone wants one! 

From a historical perspective, the tassel was used a status symbol to differentiate people in the military 
or religious fields. Cords with tassels were used dating back to the 14th century to represent levels of 
learning. 

Today, the tassel is used in commencements and other ceremonies both for differentiating and unifying 
purposes. The tassel attached to a graduation cap for a school or college represents a belonging to a 
particular class that has completed its goals.  

Use the tassel as the central theme or image of your commencement speech to 
reflect upon how your four years at NDCL have both set apart and unified the 
Class of 2023. 
 
As you consider what you will say at commencement, please pray over this story from Luke’s gospel:  
 

And a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve years, who had spent her whole livelihood 
on doctors and was unable to be cured by anyone, came up behind Jesus and touched the 
tassel on his cloak. Immediately her bleeding stopped.  

Jesus then asked, “Who touched me?” While all were denying it, Peter said, “Master, the 
crowds are pushing and pressing in upon you, and you ask ‘Who touched me?’”  

But Jesus said, “Someone has touched me; for I know that power has gone out from me.” 

When the woman realized that she had not escaped notice, she came forward trembling. 
Falling down before him, she explained in the presence of all the people why she had touched 
him and how she had been healed immediately.  

He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  
 
This compelling gospel story is a treasure trove of powerful images and concept for your speech: 

• Touching: By whom? To whom? For what purpose? 
• Being aware of the touch and needs of others 
• Power going forth 
• Trembling 
• Faith 
• Salvation 
• Peace 

 



 
3. The finished speech, when read aloud, should take between seven (7) and ten 

(10) minutes to deliver.  
 

4. Because the written speeches will be evaluated anonymously by the selection 
committee, the student should NOT place his/her name on the document or 
identify himself/herself by name or in any obvious way in the body of the 
speech.   

 
5. The student should print his/her name on an envelope into which the speech 

should be placed.  This envelope must be given to Mrs. Hurt by 12:00 PM on 
Friday, May 5.  Mrs. Hurt will assign a number to the speech and record the 
identity of the author. The author’s identity will not be shared with the selection 
committee until they have chosen the semi-finalists. 

 
6. The selection committee will select approximately three (3) semi-finalists, who 

will be notified on Monday, May 8. 
 
7. Semi-finalists will present their speeches orally on Thursday, May 11, at 3:00 

PM. 
 
8. The committee will announce the name of the commencement speaker on 

Friday, May 12. 
 

 
9. Here are three resources that may help students as they craft their speeches: 

 
1. https://tvpcommunications.com/what-makes-a-good-commencement-

speech-from-someone-who-has-seen-a-lot-of-them/ 
 
 

2. https://www.inc.com/jackelyn-ho/i-studied-this-years-commencement-
speeches-this-is-what-made-good-ones-stand-out.html 

 
3. Last year Brian Picciuto did a fabulous job with the commencement 

speech. You can watch his speech here: 
 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7769783/video/715730961 
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